
The proposed Adani coal mine, which will be Australia's biggest, has

been granted unlimited access to groundwater by the Queensland

government in a move farmers fear will drain huge amounts of water

from the Great Artesian Basin.

According to a copy of Adani's water licence signed last Wednesday

and obtained by Fairfax Media, the $16 billion Carmichael mine

merely needs to monitor and report the amount of water it extracts

under a permit that runs until 2077.

'Barbaric': Adani's giant coal mine granted unlimited
water licence for 60 years

 Peter Hannam    
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Great Barrier Reef's coral crisis
The Great Barrier Reef is on track for another year of coral decline, this year affecting prime

tourism areas.

The mine – one of nine proposed for the Galilee Basin west of

Rockhampton – can conduct its own review of its groundwater model

without independent or government oversight.

There are also no impact levels specified that will trigger a halt to

mining, and the company is able to offset any significant water loss

elsewhere, the licence shows.

"It's bloody-minded and barbaric," said Bruce Currie, a grazier who

lives in the region and has joined legal action against Galilee mines.

"This is going to definitely impact on the integrity of [the Great

Artesian Basin]."

According to a supplementary environmental impact statement, the

mine will draw 26 million litres of water a day from its pits by 2029 as

it ramps out annual production to as much as 60 million tonnes.

"In granting this licence, the Department of Natural Resources and

Mines has carefully considered a broad range of information," a

spokesperson said, adding modelling shows that as much as 4.55

gigalitres of groundwater could be taken per year.

Enter your email address

By submitting your email you are agreeing to Fairfax Media's terms and conditions and privacy policy .

"Adani will also need to establish make-good agreements with

groundwater users who could potentially be affected by changes to

water availability or quality," the spokesperson said. Some 100

conditions are in place to ensure water resources are protected.
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The licence, though, would not be subject to the new Water Act

Referral Panel set up to ensure "the sustainable management of water

in Queensland".

The opening of mining in the Galilee Basin is shaping up to be one of

country's big environment battles. Proponents say it will generate

exports and bring jobs to a depressed part of the state, and even

reduce carbon emissions if it displaces the use of dirty coal in India or

elsewhere.

Opponents, though, argue the coal is largely poor quality and the

basin will require huge subsidies to become viable. Burning the fuel

will also release a "carbon bomb" that will contribute to harming the

Great Barrier Reef, which is already being hammered by

unprecedented coral bleaching blamed on global warming. 

Fairfax also sought comment from Adani Mining, the local subsidiary

of the Indian company.

Limited scrutiny

Unlike other controversial mines, such as the New Acland coal mine

planned for the Darling Downs, Adani's water usage is not subject to

public submissions and appeals, said Jo Bragg, chief executive of

Queensland's Environmental Defenders Office.

Groundwater evidence is often the most controversial feature and

public scrutiny is often the most significant aspect of any review, Ms

Bragg said. "It's a matter of grave concern that there's not that

opportunity."

It was "absolutely anomalous" that the Carmichael mine – which will

dwarf New Acland's output of about 7.5 million tonnes a year – should

go through with a less vigorous process for its water licence, she said.

Carmel Flint, a campaigner for anti-mining group Lock the Gate, said

Nine coal mines are planned for Queensland's Galilee Basin. Photo: Glenn Hunt

Protesters gathered as Adani's local mining chief executive Jeyakumar Janakaraj spoke at a business lunch

in Brisbane. Photo: Supplied
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Carmel Flint, a campaigner for anti-mining group Lock the Gate, said

the open-ended water licence for Adani amounted to a "free kick" to

take water from important aquifers such as the Dunda Beds and

Clematis Sandstone formations.

Water from the Great Artesian Basin "is just essential for farming

communities", Ms Flint said. "Without the water, their businesses

are basically finished."

Mr Currie, who runs about 1700 head of cattle "in a good season" over

his 25,000-hectare property, said Adani was "the linchpin" to the

basin's mines.

If it proceeded, "a lot of the others will go ahead", worsening the

groundwater disruption, he said.

J O B S  B Y  

Project Manager Supply...
Cognizant

Sydney, Sydney Region

Salesforce Architect / Lead...
Cognizant

Sydney, Sydney Region

Spark Specialist

Sydney, Sydney Region

Every Job. Everywhere

R E C O M M E N D E D

LIFESTYLE

Why would Kate
put herself
through another
pregnancy with
Hyperemesis...

HUFFPOST

Here's Why I'm
Officially Leaving
The Judgey Mums'
Club

HUFFPOST

Same-Sex
Marriage Postal
Vote Challenge
Underway

HUFFPOST

Here's What
People Living
With Alzheimer’s
Want You To
Know

FROM THE WEB

MIRVAC

Live in South Brisbane’s
newest icon today.

GOODSTART

Why kindy? How to give
your child the best
possible start in life

MICROEQUITIES

Value investing in Small
Caps yields results

MEMBERS OWN

The Big New Trend in
Private Healthcare

MOZO

Top Home Loans 2017: Is
Your Loan On the List?

HOME LOAN REPORT

Find out your Borrowing
Capacity to Purchase

 powered by plista

https://www.adzuna.com.au/land/ad/589114588?se=4TlWJY_iTb2XBIcPblzXcg&utm_medium=organic&utm_source=job-box&v=0EBDAE649910F4ABD20F0EDF4161249EC60E6706&utm_content=smh_generic
https://www.adzuna.com.au/land/ad/608199497?se=4TlWJY_iTb2XBIcPblzXcg&utm_medium=organic&utm_source=job-box&v=32E690EC52F2105C5C89B00867C1034BC4994AD7&utm_content=smh_generic
https://www.adzuna.com.au/land/ad/608356691?se=4TlWJY_iTb2XBIcPblzXcg&utm_medium=organic&utm_source=job-box&v=E3A4B7333FC8944B7A732CDB5ACAAB22BAFD4325&utm_content=smh_generic
http://www.smh.com.au/lifestyle/life-and-relationships/parenting/a-third-pregnancy-with-hyperemesis-gravidarum--kate-middleton-has-the-support-many-women-need-20170905-gyazyu.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/steph-pase/heres-why-im-officially-leaving-the-judgey-mums-club_a_23196646/?ncid=edlinkauhpmg00000003
http://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/2017/09/04/same-sex-marriage-postal-vote-challenge-underway_a_23196685/?ncid=edlinkauhpmg00000003
http://www.huffingtonpost.com.au/marg-ryan/heres-what-people-living-with-alzheimer-s-want-you-to-know_a_23195798/?ncid=edlinkauhpmg00000003
http://arthouse.mirvac.com/Contact/Contacts/
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/www.goodstart.com.au
http://microequities.com.au/dvf-1/
https://membersown.com.au/
https://mozo.com.au/home-loans/articles/australia-s-cheapest-home-loans-of-2-17-revealed?utm_source=Plista&utm_campaign=HLECA&mz_source=plista__HLECA
https://www.homeloanreport.com.au/?utm_source=plista&utm_medium=native156&hlr=plista156
http://www.plista.com/au


MOST VIEWED TODAY  

ENVIRONMENT

Fire authorities brace for
'elevated' risk across the east

Expert panel has 'low confidence'
in Santos CSG project

Koalas potentially the next victims
of city's housing crisis

'Under attack': NSW accused of
shedding park rangers, slashing
budget

Houston, you have a problem, and
it's of your own making

Carey, 13, died just hours after he
was sent home from hospital:
inquest

Macquarie staff 'victims of
upskirting, predatory behaviour'

Citizenship saga: the onus of
proof, politically at least, has
shifted

Matt Moylan is a footballer born in
the wrong era

Trump pushing peas around the
plate in response to North Korea

Victorian spring: Let it snow, let it
snow, let it snow

Macquarie staff 'victims of
upskirting, predatory behaviour'

Citizenship saga: the onus of
proof, politically at least, has
shifted

McGuire must confront racism
claims at Collingwood

A good friend that always made
you laugh': man dies after Rosebud
shooting

Subscribe today for unlimited
access from only 50c a day

GET STARTED

The Sydney Morning Herald

    

PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

AM Edition

PM Edition

SMH for iPad

Today's Paper

Subscribe

Manage My Subscription

Subscriber Hub

Corporate Subscriptions

Digital Subscription FAQs

Good Food Guide

The Store by Fairfax

Newsletters

 SYDNEY MORNING HERALD

Sitemap

About Us

Contact Us

Subscribers

Advertise With Us

Text Version

Site Accessibility Guide

Privacy Policy

Conditions of Use

 CLASSIFIEDS

Place an Ad

Cars

Dating

Jobs

Real Estate

Commercial Real Estate

Oneflare

Nabo

Tributes

Celebrations

 OUR SITES

SMH

The Age

AFR.com

Adzuna

Domain

Drive

RSVP

Essential Baby

Home Price Guide

Weatherzone

WEBSITE FEEDBACK

http://www.smh.com.au/environment/weather/fire-authorities-brace-for-elevated-risk-across-much-of-eastern-australia-20170904-gyatqp.html
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/low-confidence-expert-panel-raises-concerns-about-santos-coal-seam-gas-impacts-20170829-gy6wgc.html
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/healthy-koala-colonies-potentially-the-next-victims-of-sydneys-housing-crisis-20170901-gy9bvd.html
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/nsw-government-accused-of-shedding-park-rangers-slashing-budget-20170831-gy8jq4.html
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/houston-you-have-a-problem-and-some-of-it-of-your-own-making-20170827-gy5cmy.html
http://www.smh.com.au/
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/carey-alexander-died-12-hours-after-concord-hospital-discharge-inquest-hears-20170904-gya7b6.html
http://www.smh.com.au/business/banking-and-finance/macquarie-staff-victims-of-upskirting-predatory-behaviour-in-the-office-20170904-gyaggf.html
http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-opinion/citizenship-saga-the-onus-of-proof-politically-at-least-has-shifted-20170904-gyakke.html
http://www.smh.com.au/rugby-league/penrith-panthers/penrith-panthers-captain-matt-moylan-is-a-footballer-born-in-the-wrong-era-20170904-gyafbh.html
http://www.smh.com.au/world/donald-trumps-confusing-talk-and-loose-language-on-north-korean-nuclear-test-20170904-gyaib3.html
http://www.theage.com.au/
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/blizzards-avalanches-snow-on-the-hills-welcome-to-springtime-in-victoria-20170903-gya1ng.html
http://www.theage.com.au/business/banking-and-finance/macquarie-staff-victims-of-upskirting-predatory-behaviour-in-the-office-20170904-gyaggf.html
http://www.theage.com.au/federal-politics/political-opinion/citizenship-saga-the-onus-of-proof-politically-at-least-has-shifted-20170904-gyakke.html
http://www.theage.com.au/afl/afl-news/eddie-mcguire-must-confront-racism-claims-at-collingwood-he-cant-avoid-the-collateral-damage-20170904-gyaiwh.html
http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/a-good-friend-that-always-made-you-laugh-man-dies-after-rosebud-shooting-20170904-gyar97.html
https://subscribers.smh.com.au/subscribe-all/?iid=houseinv:nnn-16omntA0386-acq-FL-30092016-smh.com-nnn-SUB-nnn-SMH-nnn&campaign_code=smh.com&promote_channel=SMH_A_HI_FL_SUB
http://www.smh.com.au/
http://www.smh.com.au/support/
http://www.facebook.com/sydneymorningherald
https://plus.google.com/101207653388221786271
https://twitter.com/smh
http://www.smh.com.au/rssheadlines
http://www.smh.com.au/am/
http://www.smh.com.au/pm/
https://subscribers.smh.com.au/ipad-app
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/digitaleditionredirector
https://subscribers.smh.com.au/subscribe-all/?iid=houseinv:nnn-16omntA0385-acq-FT-30092016-smh.com-nnn-SUB-nnn-SMH-nnn&campaign_code=smh.com&promote_channel=SMH_A_HI_FT_SUB
http://www.smh.com.au/myaccount
https://subscribers.smh.com.au/
http://corporatesubscriptions.com.au/
https://support.fairfaxmedia.com.au/hc/en-gb/categories/200210840
http://www.goodfood.com.au/
https://www.thestore.com.au/
http://www.smh.com.au/newsletters
http://www.smh.com.au/siteguide
http://www.smh.com.au/subscribers
http://www.smh.com.au/support
https://support.fairfaxmedia.com.au/
http://adcentre.com.au/brands/the-sydney-morning-herald/
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/barbaric-adanis-giant-coal-mine-granted-unlimited-water-licence-for-60-years-20170404-gvd41y.html?deviceType=text
http://www.smh.com.au/siteguide/accessibility
http://www.fairfax.com.au/privacy.html
http://www.fairfax.com.au/conditions.html
https://advertisers.com.au/
http://www.drive.com.au/
https://www.rsvp.com.au/
http://www.adzuna.com.au/
http://www.domain.com.au/
http://www.commercialrealestate.com.au/
https://www.oneflare.com.au/
https://www.nabo.com.au/
http://tributes.smh.com.au/obituaries/smh-au
http://celebrations.smh.com.au/celebration/smh-au
http://www.smh.com.au/
http://www.theage.com.au/
http://www.afr.com/
http://www.adzuna.com.au/
http://www.domain.com.au/
http://www.drive.com.au/
http://www.rsvp.com.au/
http://www.essentialbaby.com.au/
http://www.domain.com.au/property-profile
http://www.weatherzone.com.au/
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/barbaric-adanis-giant-coal-mine-granted-unlimited-water-licence-for-60-years-20170404-gvd41y.html


Account Details  News Store Archive  Fairfax Syndication  Careers  Events  Press Council Copyright © 2017

Fairfax
Media

https://smh.myfairfax.com.au/beta/members/my_account/profile?callback_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2F&channel_key=Dks89-tJMqw6zsOGPU5c5Q
http://newsstore.fairfax.com.au/apps/newsSearch.ac?sy=nstore
http://www.fairfaxsyndication.com/C.aspx?VP3=CMS3&VF=FXJO50_1
https://www.fairfaxmediacareers.com/home
http://www.fairfaxevents.com.au/
http://www.presscouncil.org.au/what-we-do/
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/barbaric-adanis-giant-coal-mine-granted-unlimited-water-licence-for-60-years-20170404-gvd41y.html

