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HOW CORRUPTION WEAKENS DEMOCRACY
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This year’s Corruption Perceptions Index reveals that the continued failure of

most countries to significantly control corruption is contributing to a crisis in

democracy around the world. 
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The index, which ranks 180 countries and territories by their perceived levels of

public sector corruption according to experts and businesspeople, uses a

scale of zero to 100, where zero is highly corrupt and 100 is very clean.

More than two-thirds of countries score below 50 on this year’s CPI, with an

average score of just 43. 

While there are exceptions, the data shows that despite some progress, most

countries are failing to make serious inroads against corruption.

RESULTS

The top countries are Denmark and New Zealand with scores of 88 and

87, respectively. The bottom countries are Somalia, Syria and South Sudan

with scores of 10, 13 and 13, respectively. 

Corruption chips away at democracy to produce a vicious cycle, where corruption undermines

democratic institutions and, in turn, weak institutions are less able to control corruption

Patricia Moreira
Managing Director
Transparency International.



While no country earns a perfect score on the CPI, countries that tend to do

best also protect democratic rights and values. 



In the last seven years, only 20 countries significantly improved their CPI

scores, including Estonia, Senegal, Guyana and Côte D’Ivoire.

Equally troubling, 16 countries significantly decreased their scores,

including Australia, Chile, Malta, Hungary and Turkey.  



RESEARCH ANALYSIS

This year, further research analysis shows a disturbing link between corruption

and the health of democracies, where countries with higher rates of corruption

also have weaker democratic institutions and political rights.
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There are no full democracies that score below 50 on the CPI. Similarly, very

few countries which have autocratic characteristics score higher than 50. 



Exemplifying this trend, the CPI scores for Hungary and Turkey Hungary and Turkey decreaseddecreased

by eight and nine points respectively over the last six years.by eight and nine points respectively over the last six years. At the

same time, Turkey was downgraded from "partly free" to "not free" by

Freedom House (https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-

world/2018/turkey), while Hungary registered its lowest score for political

rights since the fall of communism in 1989.

These ratings reflect the deterioration of rule of law and democratic institutions,

as well as a rapidly shrinking space for civil society and independent media, in

those countries. 

https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2018/turkey


Our research makes a clear link between having a healthyOur research makes a clear link between having a healthy

democracy and successfully fighting public sector corruption.democracy and successfully fighting public sector corruption.

Corruption is much more likely to flourish where democraticCorruption is much more likely to flourish where democratic

foundations are weak and, as we have seen in manyfoundations are weak and, as we have seen in many

countries, where undemocratic and populist politicians cancountries, where undemocratic and populist politicians can

use it to their advantage.use it to their advantage.

Delia Ferreira Rubio, chair of Transparency International 

Throughout the world, political leaders who run on a populist platform are

gaining power and undermining democracy. High corruption rates can

contribute to increased support for populist candidates. 

REGIONAL ANALYSES:

Americas (https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/cpi-2018-regional-analysis-
americas)  

Asia Pacific
(https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/asia_pacific_makes_little_to_no_progress_on_a
nti_corruption)

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
(https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/weak_checks_and_balances_threaten_anti_corr
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uption_efforts_across_eastern_eu) 

Middle East & Northern Africa (https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/regional-
analysis-MENA)

Sub-Saharan Africa (https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/cpi2018-subsaharan-africa-
regional-analysis)

Western Europe & European Union (https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/cpi2018-
western-europe-eu-regional-analysis)

 

COUNTRIES TO WATCH

With a score of 7171, the United StatesUnited States lost four points since last year,lost four points since last year,

dropping out of the top 20dropping out of the top 20 countries on the CPI for the first time since 2011.

The low score comes at a time when the US is experiencing threats to its

system of checks and balances as well as an erosion of ethical norms at the

highest levels of power.  
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BrazilBrazil dropped two points since last year to 3535, also earning its lowest CPIlowest CPI

score in seven yearsscore in seven years. Alongside promises to end

corruption, the country’s new president has made it clear that he will rule with a

strong hand, threatening many of the democratic milestones achieved to date.

With a score of 59, the Czech Republic increased two points since 2017 and

eight points since 2014. However, events in the past year suggest gains may

be fragile. The prime minister has been found guilty of conflict of interest in

relation to his media holdings and accused of another conflict of interest over

connections to a company that has received millions of euros in EU subsidies.

TROUBLE AT THE TOP

Even top scoring countries like Denmark are not immune to corruption. While

the CPI shows the Danish public sector to be one of the cleanest in the world,

corruption still exists, as seen with recent scandals involving Danske Bank

(https://voices.transparency.org/why-danske-bank-estonia-appears-in-

so-many-money-laundering-scandals-424047fe987c).

Read more.

(https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/trouble_at_the_top_why_high

_scoring_countries_arent_corruption_free)

RECOMMENDATIONS

To help stop corruption and strengthen democracy around the world,

Transparency International calls on all governments to:
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LatestLatest

See the full CPI 2018 Results

READ MORE

(https://www.transparency.org/cpi2018)

For any press enquiries please contact press@transparency.org

(mailto:press@transparency.org)

SUPPORT TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL
€50 Monthly

SUPPORT US
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Troika Laundromat signals a different kind of financial crisis

TheTroika Laundromat investigation shines a spotlight on a cast of new and familiar characters in
the ongoing saga surrounding flows of dirty money through the world’s financial system.
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األبعاد الخطيرة للتعديالت الدستورية املقترحة في مصر
يتأهب نواب البرملان املصري للمصادقة على سلسلة من التعديالت الدستورية، التي ستؤدي في حال تمريرها إلى ترسيخ مزيد من
.السلطة بيد الرئيس، وتنصيب الجيش مجددا كأعلى سلطة في البالد
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The alarming message of Egypt’s constitutional amendments

Parliamentarians in Egypt look set to approve a series of constitutional amendments this week that,
if passed, would consolidate power in the office of the president, while restoring the military as the
ultimate authority in the country.
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Восточная Европа и Центральная Азия: слабая система сдержек и
противовесов
Индекс восприятия коррупции (ИВК) за этот год представляет печальную картину
касательно мер по борьбе с коррупцией в Восточной Европе и Центральной Азии. За
несколько лет в этом регионе был достигнут очень незначительный прогресс в борьбе с
коррупцией.
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الشرق األوسط وشمال أفريقيا: انتشار الفساد في ظل ضعف املؤسسات وتراجع الحقوق السياسية
كشف مؤشر مدركات الفساد 2018 عن صورة قاتمة لواقع الشرق األوسط وشمال أفريقيا حيث أن معظم بلدان املنطقة قد أخفقت في
.مكافحة الفساد على الرغم من أن قلة قليلة من البلدان قد أحرزت تقدما تدريجيا
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Afrique subsaharienne:Les régimes non démocratiques sapent les efforts de lutte contre la
corruption

L’Indice de perception de la corruption (IPC) présente cette année un tableau bien sombre de
l’Afrique : seuls 8 pays sur 49 obtiennent un score supérieur à 43 sur les 100 points que compte
l’Indice. Malgré l’engagement pris par les dirigeants africains de faire de 2018 l’Année africaine de
lutte contre la corruption, les avancées concrètes se font encore attendre.
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Trouble at the top: why high-scoring countries aren’t corruption-free

https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/trouble_at_the_top_why_high_scoring_countries_arent_corruption_free


For the third year running, the top seven countries in the Corruption Perceptions Index 2018 consist
of the four Nordic nations – Denmark, Finland, Sweden and Norway – plus New Zealand, Singapore
and Switzerland. Yet that doesn’t mean that these countries are corruption-free.

(/news/feature/trouble_at_the_top_why_high_scoring_countries_arent_corruption_free)
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For the majority of people living in rural Nepal, getting access to good medical facilities is difficult.
And it is also not easy to lodge complaints about poor health services at government hospitals. Here
is how we have helped.

Real Lives, Real Stories: Nepal

This story is part of Real Lives, Real Stories, a series written by staff from our national chapters in
the Asia Pacific region. Stories…

VOICES.TRANSPARENCY.ORG
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Netflix's new series based on the Lava Jato case, The Mechanism, was just released on their
platform so we put together a list of the best 5 Netflix series that showcase the different faces of
corruption. Check them out! 

🍿

https://www.facebook.com/TransparencyInternational/posts/1624362724283909


The 5 best Netflix series about corruption (that aren’t House of Cards)

Everyone knows House of Cards as the Netflix show about corruption, but over the last few years,
the popular streaming service has…
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While #corruption affects people across all genders, ages and races, it hits poor and vulnerable
groups the hardest… https://t.co/cA2fKJQtgo

(https://twitter.com/anticorruption/status/1104693382172102657)
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How can citizen movements improve the world? Stay tuned to the #OpenGovWeek and join other
leaders, doers, and thin… https://t.co/Dy6QFotSUZ

(https://twitter.com/anticorruption/status/1104668246433849344)
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